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16 February 1988 


Gevernment R-ports on Steps Taken To Control 
Malaria 


[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


$4400023b Nassa.. THE TRIBUNE in English 
3 Dec 87 pl 


[Excerpt] The Ministry of Health has stepped up spray- 
ing of specific areas of New Providence to ensure that 


Addressing the House of Assembly last night, Health 
Minister Dr Norman Gay said that to this point there is 
no case of internal spread of malaria in the Bahamas. 


Malaria is a fever caused by the bite of a mosqui'*o. 


Dr Gay told the House that vector control (the control of 
insects, rodents and arimals that could spread disease) 1s 
a part of the Environmental Sanitation and Consumes 
Protection Division of the Ministry of Health. 


Singling out mosquitoes in particular, he said that three 
years ago the Ministry's index for mosquito control was 
somewhere around 37 per cent. Two years ago, he said, it 
was brought down to 19 per cent and this year it is at 10 
per cent “which minimises the risk should we have the 
introduction of a vector spread infectitious disease such 


The public, he said, was notified through the newspaper 
and radio since Friday when the Ministry stepped up the 
spraying «f specific areas “to ensure that vectors, partic- 
ularly the anopheles (mosquito) would be kept under 


“Every year we have incidences of malaria brought into 
this country and this year it's going to be absolutely no 
exception,” said Dr Gay. “We're having waves of per- 
sons and we can anticipate that we will have waves of 
people who come in from the malaria infected areas. 


“But we have had no case of internal spread of (malaria), 
thank the good Lord, to this point. 


Dr AJ en who is chairperson of the standing committee 
for the prevention and control of AIDS said that since 
repo ting began in Augus: 1985, 163 cases of AIDS were 

iscu'vered in the Bahamas. Of that number, she said, 8! 


Epidemiologist Dr Ken Barco of Community Health 
Services, said that through testings carried out at the 
Princess Margarct Hospital, 254 carriers of the AIDS 
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“Our best estimate is arrived at by looking at the 
seropositivity rate among blood donors. Between Janu- 
ary 1986 and September 1987, a total of 5,724 blood 
donors were screened. Of these, 29 were found to be 
infected. 
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WHO Drug List Reductioa 
54004706 Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 
22 Dec 87 pp 1. 8 


[Artucle by Tang Butt] 


[Text] Islamabad, Dec 21—The World Health Organisa- 
tion has provided to the Health Minist'y a comprehen- 
sive guideline to help it drastically cut down the huge 
number of drugs, which now stands at nearly 10,000. 


A four-member WHO team recently held extensive talks 
with the Health officials for about one week to explain to 
the government how it can reduce the number of medi- 
cines. 


The team had long discussions with medical experts as 
well to know their opinion about the issuc. Official 
sources tad it approved a list of about 260 medicines for 
the benefit of the ailing people of Pakistan. 


Pckistan 1s perhaps the only country wnich has such a big 
number of drugs. In advanced countries and even in 
some Third World nations, the drugs are restricted to 
merely a couple of hundreds. 


Experts say this will help medical practitioners in 
veribing an exact drug for a specific disease. So 


: 
i 
i 
i 


HUMAN 


down and the producers will be forced to manufacture 
what is in demand, they thought. Drugs costing millions 
of rupees are distributed among patients by the govern- 
ment hospitals every year. 


The huge number of drugs manufactured by the loca! as 
well as some multinational companies has created many 
problems, it is pointed out. This has given rise to the 
proliferation of substandard and fake medicines. 


The government has in the pst cracked on such produc- 
ers and awarded them stern punishment, at times result- 
ing in doveai yt pe sci - ¢ 
were also closed down for some time. 


in many different shapes. The WHO, the official said, 
had recommended that similar medicines should be 
restricted to a couple of forms given a particular title. 


Currently, multitudes of pharmaceutical firms are pro- 
ducing many similar medicines in a huge quantity, They 
are given different names though. 


favoured that the existing number of medicines should 
be reduced drastically. 


106662 


Epidemic of Diarrhea, Dysentery in Brahmanbaria 


54500071 Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 4 Dec 
87 p2 


[Text] Brahmanbaria, Dec 2: At least _ 7 persons died of 
diarrhea and dysentery and more than 4,000 others were 
months in Brahmanbana district. 


Concerned district officials, however, confirmed the 
death of 55 persons. 


upazila. A total of 40 medical teams have been formed to 
combat the diseases. 


1500 suffer from lathynsm 
Our Chuadanga Correspondent adds: At least 1,500 


persons have been suffering from lathyrism and polymy!- 
letis in Kushtia, Chuadanga and Meherpur districts. 


Many people both in urban and rural areas of the 
districts have fallen prey to the diseases due to consump- 
tion of a certain kind of pulse locally known as “Khe- 
sari. 
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{Text} Chittagong, Dec 9: More than 100 infants died of 
a strange disease locally called Anura over the past one 
month in Chittagong and Cox's Bazar districts. 


Editorial Notes ‘Serious Menace’ of Tuberculosis 
54500068 Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English i. 


Nov 87 p S$ 
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have been requested to report any suspected cases to the 


1,405 Cases 


54200014 Vancouver THE WEEKEND SUN in English 
12 Dec 87 p Ab 


One third believe they can get AIDS in a public swim- 
ming pool. Experts say this 1s umpossibic. 

Almost three out of 10 people think they can get AIDS in 
public washrooms or from co-workers with AIDS. Again, 
impossible, experts say. 


certainty that the results are within 2 5 pornts 
of what they would be if the entire adult 
population had been questioned 

“Oh dear, you're ruining my day,” said Dr Alastair 
Clayton, as he 


1s enlarging and | think this indicates we haven’! com- 


municated 
Clayton said the figures show that it 1s relatively easy to 
raise awarences but much more difficult to change 








Red Cross Screening Upgrade 


54200014 Onawa THE OTTAWA CITIZEN in English 
18 Dec 87 p AiO 


{Text} Toronto (CP)}—The Canadian Red Cross is beef- 
ag up its ing standards to ensure the 


blood-screening 
destruction of the deadly AIDS yirus in blood-clotting 
products, a society official said Thursday. 
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Previous forecasts may have overestsmated the number 
of potential Canadian cases im 199! by as much as 20 pe- 
com, says George Wells. an epidemiologist and bicsta- 
tistican at the Laboratory Centre for Disease Control in 


“We are very close of (we have) not quite hit the flatness 
im the growth curve,” he said. 


A cabinet document, leaked last week. projected a total 
of 6.700 cases by the end of 1991, whe Wells ncw 
estimate 1s about 5.300. 


There have been 1.345 people infected with acquired 
mmmune deficency m Canada and of that 703 have died. 


And mg the numbers would mean a saving of 
about 3100 millon im health-care costs, Wells sand. 


tion. Canada capects to admit 125,000 immigrants in 
1987 and 135,000 im 1988. 


Clotting Agent Recall 
$4200011 Toronto THE GLOBE AND MAIL in 
English 21 Now 87 pp Al, A2 
[Article by Joan : “Clotting Rex alled 
After 7 Hemophiliacs Test itive for 


Perrault. 
tons at the Cross Society in Ottawa. 
David Pope. assistant director of the federal Bureau of 


These cases are of concern because the Red Cross started 
to screen the blood supply for AIDS im 1985. The iongest 
penod of time it has taken a person to test positive for 
the AIDS antibody after being exposed to the virus 1 just 
over a year. 
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“We're getting our information from the CBC...we 
haven't been informed officially. But before you go with 
it, I'd check with Ottawa because it’s got to be wrong.” 


The official, who asked not to be identified because he 
had been ordered to refer media calls to one of four 
Ottawa telephones numbers, understood the Atlantic 
fishery and instinctiveiy realized the general shellfish 
alert was a mistake. 


The error was a beaut. The Department of Health and 
Welfare had just announced a wide-ranging ban on 
mussels, oysters, clams, quahogs, and “other shellfish,” 
obviously confusing molluscs with crustaceans. 


The vague wording sent the $1.5-billion industry scram- 
bling for an explanation. But when Bonnie Fox- 
Mcintrye, the spokesman for Health and Welfare, 
stepped forward to offer one, no one east of Quebec 
could beiieve it. 


In an interview on CBC Radio in Halifax, Fox-Mclintrye 
tweaked interviewer Costas Halavrezos t/iat he knew 
better than she whether “other snellfish” meant lobsters. 
But yes, she went on, “other shellfish” meant lobsters, 
shrimp and scallops. 


A series of corrections and “clarifications” followed. 


By media counts, Healih and Welfare changed its mind 
on what was poison and wisat was safe 10 times within 
eight hours. First [of] all scallops were banned, then only 
Gulf of St Lawrence scallops, then all were declared safe. 


This entire scenario with its heavy emphasis on farce 
could be written off as just another glaring example of 
The Gang That Couldn't Shoot Straight, except that 
mussel poisoning was the Mulroney government's sec- 
ond fishery test. 


And as with the tale of tainted tuna, it failed miserably. 


Two years later, Star-Kist Canada is still paying for then 
fisheries minister John Fraser's error of judgment. It 
may take that long for the Atlantic fishery to recover 
from the mussel fiasco. 


“This won't just hurt shellfish (molluscs),” says Allan 
Billard, executive director of the Eastern Fishermen's 
ederation. 


“The entire Canadian fishing industry will take a kick- 
ing. People in Ontario or Europe or Japan don't distin- 
guish between Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island, or 
mussels and lobster.” 


Billard and most East Coast fishery officials agree that 
Health Minister Jake Epp, with the questionable aid of 
Fisheries Minister Tom Siddon, raised a specific and 
isolated problem into an all-out crisis. 


HUMAN 


A recital of events is all that is needed to detect panic at 
work in Epp’s department. 


« On Nov 24 and 25, Health Department officials 
received reports of four patients—two in Montreal 


and two in Moncton—exhibiting signs of food poi- 
soning after eating PEI mussels. 


On Friday, Nov 27, mussel samples from the two cities 
were into mice in Ottawa and Blacks Harbour, 
NB. By 4 p.m., all the mice were dead. 


At this point, opposition critics argue, Epp should have 
been informed and an alert on PEi mussels issued. 
Neither happened, and the next day Albert Pomeroy of 
Pointe Claire, Que, dined on the suspect mussels. 


* Throughout the weekend, further samples were col- 
lected from the Island, but none were tested. The 
department took the laudable step of halting ship- 
ments of suspected PEI mussels on Sunday. However, 
it strangely neglected to order that mussels already 
shown to have killed mice—and which by then had 
made six people ill—be removed from stores. 


On Monday, Nov 30, Epp was finally informed. Late the 
afternoon, with 17 confirmed cases of poison- 
ing, he ordered the alert on PEI mussels. 


On Thursday, Dec 10, with opposition MPs clamoring 


for Epp’s resignation, Pomeroy died in a Montreal 
hospital. Two other people have since died. 


The discovery of a similar toxin in Caraquet Bay, NB, 
led to an even more comical over-reaction. 


On Saturday Dec 12, all shellfish from Newfoundland to 
Florida were banned. This was done despite the fact that 
only mussels from eastern PEI had caused any illness, 
that the only incidents of toxicity were confined to the 
Gulf of St Lawrence eco-systern, and that Fisheries 
Department tests, which began as soon as the problem 
arose, found no toxicity in other areas. 


Fox-MclIntrye explains the confusion about what consti- 
tuted a shellfish by saying she had consulted a dictionary. 
And she said the total East Coast ban was issued because 
the department did not consider the problem isolated. 


To billard, the explanations merely confirm his worst 
suspicions. 

Any high school student knows the difference between 
the Gulf (of St Lawrence, where all the toxicity has 


occurred) and the Bay of Fundy, the eastern shore (of 
Nova Scotia) and Florida. 


“I don't think Epp is inept, although that's a nice phrase. 
I think he’s been given very bad advice.” 


/9274 
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Rise Reported in Cases of Chlamydia in 1986 


5400012 Ottawa THE OTTAWA CITIZEN in English 
26 Nov 87 p A4 


[Article by Cathy Campbell] 


[Text] Reported cases of chlamydia, the most common 
sexually-transmitted disease, increased 23 per cent in 
1986 over 1985, says a report in the Canadian Mcaical 


Marion Todd, of Health and Welfare’s Laboratcry Cen- 
tre for Disease Control in Ottawa, which prepared the 
report, said Wednesday the increase can be attributed to 
better reporting and testing for the disease, as well as 
increased transmission through sexual contact. 


The data was compiled from chlamydia cases reported to 
27 laboratories across Canada. 


There are 100,000 cases of chlamydia a year, mostly 
women, Todd estimated. 


The disease causes infertility in women and ectopic 
pregnancies if it is undetected and untreated. 


The greatest increase was among those aged 15 to 19, 
says the report. It increased 26 per cent in 1986 over 
1985. 


Cases of chlamydia were highest among those aged 20 to 
25, at 43.8 per cent. The second largest group was those 
aged 25 to 29, while the age group 15 to ‘9 accounted for 
the third largest proportion of cases. 


In its 1986 annual report, the Ottawa-Carleton Regional 
Health Department attributed increases in cases of 
chlamydia to better detection methods. 


“In all likelihood chlamydia has been decreasing over 
the past number of years,” said the health department 
report. “Because diagnostic testing has only recently 
been available, it appeared that chlamydia had been 
increasing.” 


Todd said sexually-active young people are still failing to 
use condoms. 


Todd said young women aged 15 to 19 fail to perceive 
the threat of contracting infections. Women are more 
susceptible to sexually-transmitted disease than *.,en. 
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CHINA 


Regulations To Prevent Spread of AIDS Enacted 


40101001a Beijing CHINA DAILY in English 
15 Jan 88 p 3 


[By Staff Reporter Wen Jia] 


'Text] The first regulations on the control of the disease 
AIDS to prevent it from entering or spreading in China 
‘went into effect yesterday. 


They are the first legal administrative regulations in the 
country on the prevention of epidemic diseases, said He 
Jiesheng, Vice-Minister of Public Health. 


AIDS victims, virus carriers or any others who conceal 
their illness, refuse to be checked or to limit their 
activities accordingly will be fined 50 to 3,000 yuan. 


People who smuggle banned products will also be fined. 
But they will also be punished according to related 
Chinese laws if they cause the spread of AIDS. 


China has already been AIlDS-testing some foreigners 
and Chinese and taking other measures to prevent its 
spread according to Quarantine Law and the Law on 
Border Entry and Exit. 


The ministry, ministries of Foreign Affairs and Public 
Security, the State Education Commission, Civil Avia- 
tion Administration of China, National Tourism 
Administration and the Bureau for Foreign Experts 


jointly issued the stipulations. 


ee ee ee a oP Og ae 
disease spreading from abroad. 


All foreigners who come to China for more than one year 
must have proof of being free of the AIDS virus. The 
certificates have to be approved by Chinese embassies in 
the country concerned. 


AIDS virus carriers, suspects or those in close contact 
with them should limit their activities, receive medical 


Returned Chinese who have lived for more than one year 
abroad and who intend to stay a year or more here must 
also be examined. 


pen esas eae ae 
information to health officials or departments when 
investigated. 


To protect AIDS patients and virus carriers, the regula- 
tion says their names and addresses should not be 
publicized by any unit or individual. 








blood. Three of them were children and one of them has 
since died. 


The Ministry of Public Health drew up a national plan to 
prevent and treat AIDS last year, which covered moni- 
toring, quarantine, research and education. 


2089/12913 
Hubei, Hunan Lake Dwellers Face Parasitic 
Diseases 


40101003a Beijing XINHUA in English 
1228 GMT 10 Dec 87 


[Text] Beijing, 10 December (XINHUA)—Some 16 mil- 
lion people living near Lakes in south China's Hunan 
and Hubei provinces are still menaced by schistoso- 
miasis, a parasitic disease once eliminated in the 1960's, 
today’s PEOPLE'S DAILY reported. 


Quoting a team who just surveyed the two provinces, the 
paper said, Qianjiang County's Heping Village in Hubei 
Province 63 percent of the local residents, 
including all 420 workers, have contracted the disease, 
and since 1980, 24 villagers have died of schistosomiasis. 


At Qiyuan Village in Jiangling County, the disease has 
killed 10 young men since 1984. 


Because of the current spread of the disease, in some 
regions families have had to abandon their homes and 


During the 1950's and 60's, China was successful in 
combatting .chistosomiasis by building dikes to block 
the movement of water snails—the carriers of the para- 
site—and combining traditional Chinese and Western 
medicine in treatment. 


Unfortunately, the overwhelming achievements hid 


In the 1980's, schistosomiasis began to reappear, but was 
overlooked by people who were busy with economic 


This winter, however, 300,000 farmers in Jingjiang Pre- 
fecture buried water snails along 5 kilometers of streams 
and ditches at the 4 major lakes. 


HUMAN 


Rural Hubei residents are also building more pits for 
generating methane gas, which also helps curb the spread 
of the parasite, the paper said. 

China's Ministry of Public Health held a national meet- 
ing last month in Wuhan, capital of Hubei Province, to 
discuss how to again eliminate the threat of schistoso- 
miasis. 


At present, poor cooperation has created a serious prob- 
lem, the paper said. 


1614/12913 

DENMARK/GREENAND 
Greenland Authorities Disappointed Over AIDS 
Funding 


Funding for Information Campaign 
54002431 Godthaab GRONLANDSPOSTEN in Danish 


appropriated in Denmark as extra funds for the purpose 
of informing the public about AIDS. 

Each time they have been rejected on the grounds that 
AIDS information in Greenland must be kept within the 


existing appropriations—even though Danish counties 
are getting extra funds. 
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District physician Jens Misfeidt of the Greenland Public 
Health Agency confirmed that it has proved imnpossible 
to get special funds for AIDS information in Greenland. 


Official Discusses Information Effort 


Godthaab GRONLANDSPOSTEN in Danish 
2 Dec 87 p 9 


are on the way. 
available 


i 


Five Confirmed With Infection 


Godthaab GRONLANDSPOSTEN in Danish 
2 Dec 87 pp & 9 


[Text] The Public Health Agency now knows of five 
people infected with AIDS but they may have infected 
others who in turn may have infected others—both men 
and women. 


All those who have had sexua! relations with the five 
people in Greenland who are known to be infected with 
AIDS have received a phone call from the Public Health 
Agency, offering them an AIDS test. But the Health 

does not know if any of them have been infected 
with AIDS and if so whether they have infected others. 


“We have not been able to test them all,” district 
physician Jens Misfeidt told AG. 


“We have only been able to get in touch with the people 
with whom the five people infected with AIDS have told 
us they had sexual contact.” 
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This was done by telephone last week with respect to the 
sexual partners of the two new AIDS cases in Greenland 
that the Health Agency discovered last week. 


We asked whether these partners could have infected 
others if they themselves are infected. 


“Yes, we cannot rule that out,” the district physician 
said. 


Homosexuals are one of the biggest AIDS risk groups, 
but district physician Jens Misfeidt told u\ that the three 
people known to be carrying the infectio: in Greenland 
have not had exclusively homosexual rel ations. 


“Thus we cannot rule ou the possibility that women 
have also been infected,” said the district physician who 
offered the same advice here in Greenland that people in 
other countries are giving, namely that if you want to be 
sure you don't get AIDS, use condoms! 


The district physician would not disclose where in 
Greenland AIDS infected people have been found. Only 
“We live in too small a country to say more than that,” 
Soo Gistaies chantaien oni. 

Paper Comments on Situation 


Godthaab GRONLANDSPOSTEN in Danish 
2 Dec 87 p 14 








18 Dec 87 p 3 


Health officials have disclosed that to date six persons 
here are known to have contracted the AIDS virus, two 
of whom have died. 
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GRENADA 


ns? Sey Senaeas Sates Seam Seng 


54400048 St Georges THE GRENADIAN VOICE in 
English 5 Dec 87 p 24 


[Text] The discovery and icising of the Acquired 
Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) has had a nega- 
tive effect on the blood bank at the General Hospital. 


Without giving figures, a health official said the number 
of donors has dropped “since this AIDS thing, because 
there is a misconception that donors too can get AIDS by 
giving blood.” 
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Seventh AIDS Victim 


54500050 Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING 
POST in English 28 Oct 87 p 1 


[Text] Another pesson died of AIDS, one man was found 
to have contract 4 the disease and four new infections 
were reported ir, the past month, Government figures 


The latest fatality takes to seven the number of people 
known to have died from AIDS in Hong Kong. The 
victim was an unidentified man. 


The surviving AIDS patient is said to be seriously ill and 
has been undergoing treatmen| for several months for a 
variety of infections. He has 10t been given the experi- 
mental AIDS drug, AZT. 


A Medical and Health Department spokesman said 
yesterday one of those who had contracted the virus was 
Chinese and the other was an expatriate. 


One had contracted the disease through sexual contact 
while the cause of the second infection was unknown. 


Both cases were confirmed late last week, the spokesman 
said, althoragh tests which detected the presence of AIDS 
antibodies in their systems were carried out several 
months ago. 








54400055 Hong Kong HONGKONG STANDARD in 
English 29 Dec 87 p 5 


[Article by Shirley Yam] 


[Excerpts] No AIDS virus was found in the 
ples of 3,335 people who were tested last month, the 
Medical and Health Department announced yesterday. 


Eight of the nine confirmed AIDS patients have died. 
The only surviving patient, a non-h‘nese, is still under 
treatment. 


Meanwhile, parents and teachers will be given a “sim- 
plified” guidebook by the end of next month so they can 
explain to their children the dangers of AIDS and ways 
to prevent it. 


It will be distributed through schools, welfare agencies 
and district offices. 


He [Mr George Yuen, Chief Information Officer] added 
that a “pilot test” on the book had been conducted 
among teachers to make it “digestabie” for students. 


A picture book would also be introduced in February for 
the less literate, teaching them the prevention of AIDS 
through cartoons, he said. 


Meanwhile, the first symposium on AIDS, organised by 
the Medical and Health Department and the University 
of California, will be held here on 31 January. 


HUMAN 


Two weil-known world authorities on the disease, Dr Jay 


sium. 
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by imsecis like mosquitoes. There is now a hypothesis 08309 
that it could be transmitted through the skin, but that has 
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diagnosed cancers. This is very closely followed by 
cancers of the bone, connective tissues, skin and breast, 
with 1,276 cases (22.82 percent). 


Cancers of the lymphatic and ic tissues 
ranked third with 907 cases (16.22 percent). Seven 
hundred and eighteen cases involved the digestive sys- 
tem and peritoneum (12.84 percent), slightly ahead of 
cancers of the eye, nervous system, endocrine glands and 
unspecified metastases, which accounted for 635 cases 
(11.68 percent). Cancers of the respiratory system, 314 
cases (5.62 percent), and buccopharyngeal cancers, 285 
cases (5.10 percent), ranked last. 


For each of the above categories, the author attempted to 
pinpoint the most frequent sites of the most commonly 
encountered malignant tumors. “But,” she notes, “or- 
gans are not uniformly affected within each group.” In 
the genito-urinary group, for example, the cervix 
accounts for more than half of the afflicted organs (55.42 
percent of the cases). 


The organs most often involved in digestive and perito- 
neal cancers are the liver (44.99 percent of the malignant 
tumors) and the stomach. 


In the respiratory system group, the bronchi and the 
iungs rank first, with more than half of the cases (195 out 
of 314). The larynx was involved in 87 cases. “Cancers of 
the nose, sinuses and middle ear are less common in our 
country”, comments Dr. Dibo-Amany. 


The author's analysis shows that the most frequent 
cancers in our country, by location, involve the lym- 
phatic tissue (15.25 percent of all cases), the cervix 
(14.26 percent) and the skin (11.82 percent). Cancers of 
the liver (5.71 percent), breast (5.62 percent), stomach 
(3.54 percent), tronchi and lungs (3.49 percent) and eye 
(2.22 percent) are considered to occur with average 
frequency. 


Finally, among those cancers that are infrequent, even 
rare, in our country are cancers of the vulva and vagina 
(0.98 percent), leukemias (0.75 percent), cancer of the 
tongue (0.57 percent), esophagus (0.50 percent), testicles 
(0.34 percent), lips (0.21 percent) and small intestine 
(0.16 percent). 


Men More Affected than Women 


Distribution by sex of the cancers studied by Dr. Dibo- 
Amany revealed a slight predominance of men (52.05 
percent) over women (47.35 percent). 


Nearly one man in ten had developed a genito-urinary 
cancer (281 cases). 


HUMAN 


In contrast to their partners, genito-urinary cancers were 
more frequent in women, affecting nearly one woman in 
two. Indeed, 43.60 percent of the women (1,155 cases) 
had a cancer of the genital and urinary organs, more 
specificaily, of the cervix. 


“The results of our analysis”, notes Dr. Dibo-Amany, 
“show a clear predominance of men among those 
afflicted with cancers of the respiratory system, digestive 
tract, buccal cavity, pharynx and lymphatic and hema- 
topoietic tissues. It is only in the genital and urinary 
cancer group that women are by far more affected. The 
incidence of bone, connective tissue, skin and breast 
cancer is nearly identical in the two sexes.” 


age of the onset of cancer is variable and is primarily a 
function of location. The average age is generally 
between 40 and 65 years. Dr. Dibo-Amany observes that 
except for “tumors specific to children, cancer is chiefly 
a disease of adults, of older adults. It can occur at any 
age, but its frequency increases with age.” 

Study of the evolution of cancer in our country shows a 
sharp increase in cancer pathology. Its incidence rose 
from 272 cases annually from 1969 to 1974, to 536.33 
cases annually during the 1974 to 1976 period. In 1983, 
the average reached 562.30 cases. 


Such an rise may be explained by improved diagnostic 
methods and the increasing interest of physicians in the 
disease. But the envir »nment, which has an influence on 
the development of cancer, must also be taken into 
account. This is the case with lung cancers, for example, 
and air pollution. Likewise, certain dietary habits can 
promote the development of malignant tumors. Such is 
the case with cancers of the bronchi and lungs and the 
consumption of tobacco and alcohol, cervical cancer and 
prostitution and its consequences, cancer of the colon 
and the consumption of animal fat, etc. 


In her conclusion, Dr. Dibo-Amany points out that “the 
cancer patient is a patient like any other, he is not 
neccessarily condemned to die, provided his cancer is 
discovered in the initial stages. Everyone must therefore 
have an annual check-up; for even if life does not seem 
worth living, we should never forget that nothing is as 
valuable as a life”. 
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JAMAICA 
Review of Problems Plaguing Nation's Health 
Services 


54400025b Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in 
English 3 Nov 87 p 6 


[Article by Glenn Bowen] 


[Text] Bad news and villains attract bigger audiences 
than do good news and good citizens. 








es, this remains a goal rather than an achievement and 
government's best is simply not good enough, as yet. 


Judge for yourself from these examples: Montego Bay's 
Cornwall Regional Hospital is “in dire need” of an 


| 
| 
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reform programme for the 1987-1990 period. This pro- 
gramme, as | understand it, is intended to boost primary 


If these programmes come on stream, I'll be among the 
first to applaud and sing Government's praises. And I'm 
sure it will be a cinch to get countless others to join in the 
ovation and the commendation. 


But, for now, let's be thankful that amidst the crisis of 
confidence in our health system, a strong sense of 
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minded citizens across the 

Without their contributions, many of the hospitals and 

health centres, dogged as they are by equipment and 
problems, would do little more than hobbie 

along. To be sure, too many of them are doing just that 

right now. However, let's put some accent on the posi- 

tive. 

In town and country, there are scores of people who, 


organizations have been agitating for a better deal for 
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National Commission on AIDS To Be Established 


54400053 Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 
28 Dec 87 p I 


[Article by Yvonne Grinam] 


[Text] A National Commission on Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) is to be set up here carly 


The body will see the involvement of the Office of the 
Prime Minister as wel! as representatives of the private 
and public sectors. The Cabinet has agreed to the forma- 
tion of the AIDS Commission. 


With the formation of the Commission, Jamaica joins 
Barbados and Trinidad as the only Caribbean countries 
to have AIDS Commissions. 


There are 35 Jamaicans who have had the disease here. 
Twenty-four of them died as of 16 November. Ten 
women and four children have the disease; the rest of 
those infected are men. 

Here, the main emphasis is on public education and 
prevention. At the beginning of next year a major public 
education programme on the disease is to be launched. 
/9604 


AIDS Deaths Up; T 
Cases, p; Testing Program 


Latest Statistics 


54400025a Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in 
English 24 Nov 87 p 1 


1986 was 11. This means that 24 cases occurred since 
January 1987. 


The health officer said it was also significant that the 
number of cases had doubled over the year and pointed 
out that if this trend continued there could be over 900 
AIDS cases within a few years time. 
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Eighteen of the cases are from the Kingston and St 
Andrew area and the others are from Manchester, West- 
moreland, St Ann, St Catherine, Trelawny, St Mary, St 
James, Hanover and Clarendon. 


He said that now all the parishes had Jamaicans who 
were infected with the Human Immuno-deficiency virus 
(HIV). 


In Jamaica the main emphasis 1s on public education 


Tests for Returning Migrants 


54400025 Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 
27 Nov 87 pl 


[Text] Plans are being made to have Jamaican farm 
workers who work abroad tested for Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) on their return. 


work overseas, but are not tested when they come back. 


Medical Officer of Health in the Epidemiology Depart- 
ment of the Ministry of Health, Dr Marion DuCasse, 
said in a public statement that the logistics for testing the 
men were being worked out by her Ministry in conjunc- 
tion with the Ministry of Labour. 


In 1985 and 1986, 7,470 farm workers were tested and of 
this number 43 were tested positive for the Human 
Immuno Deficiency Virus (HIV). 


The men usually go to Belle Glade, Florida; Albion, in 
New York; and to Canada, to pick apples. So far this 
year, 9,000 men have gone. 


Of the 35 AIDS cases here, 15 cases are ‘imported’, 12 
persons contracted the disease in the country, and eight 
persons are still being investigated as to the source of 
their infection. 


Dr DuCasse, who was addressing the Si Andrew Lions 
Club at its luncheon at Four Seasons Hotel in 
Kingston Wednesday, on the subject of AIDS, said that 
the Ministry's strategy to stop the spread of the virus 
included surveillance and education. 


She said the Ministry had $6.1 million for the 


first year to deal with AIDS here, and $5.8 million for the 
second year. 





According to the announcement, the financing will be for 
a period of 2 years (1988/90), and represents an exten- 
sion to the agreement signed in 1985 (the execution of 
which had started in 1984). The funding for that agree- 
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National Institute of Health Director on AIDS 
540000432 Maputo NOTICIAS in Pcvrtuguese 
28 Dec 87 p I 


[Text] The existence of the Acquired Immunodeficiency 
Syndrome (AIDS) is a proven fact in Mozambique, and 


In the city of Maputo, with about a million people, the 
prevalence of the virus in the general population is 0.9 


The Swiss project seeks to extend the 


According to him, the main means of transmission of the 
disease in Mozambique is heterosexual, as is true else- 


The transmission of AIDS through blood transfusion or 
a very infrequent means of dissemination of the disease. 


Being infected by the AIDS virus is not necessarily to be 
ill, he observed. A percentage of the carriers of the 


apply the recommendations of the World Health Orga- 
nization for the prevention of the propagation of the 
illness,” said Dr. Schwalbach. 

According to Schwalbach, there are two alternatives 
recommended by WHO in the propagation of 
the illness: refraining from (reduction in the 








Article by Einar Solvoll: “Storting Question Period: 
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$4002428b Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 
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[Article by NTB [Norwegian Wire Service): “Free 


The purpose is for several drug users not to use the same 
may Se and to become infected with the HIV virus in this 

than 20 people have been registered as having 
the OHV tafection up to the peesent ia Benen cad 
Hordaland, and four of them developed AIDS. Two of 
these died. 


Few syringes, used by many and poorly cleaned between 
cach use, are one of the main reasons for the spread of 


Saduipwndent tb chacam cise tage 
evening. 


The project application will be sent to the Health Direc- 
torate shortly. A comparable system will probably be 
begun in Trondheim. The measures will be covered 
under the AIDS prevention item in the State budget. 


8831 
PAKISTAN 
Tuberculosis Continues To Affect Many 


54004705 Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 
12 Dec 87 pp 6-7 


among population, with 13 


rate is 80 
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run the risk of developing tuberculosis disease in their 
life span. This position is no different in many of the 
developing countries. Thus nearly 1/2 to |! 


of the adult population in developing countries is excret- 
ing tubercle bacilli and infecting millions of people as 
they are spread out in the entire population. 


An effective Tuberculosis Control Programme is based 


success of these two factors. For successful results annual 
risk of infection must decrease by 4 


or more, otherwise with our present pace of 1.4 


annual decrease and the population explosion we might 
achieve a 50 


reduction in the next 50 years. Our need is properly 
trained managerial teams of tuberculosis workers with 
public health training in programme application: this 
programme should be made available to the people of 
the community through the peripheral health centres, 
free of charge, country-wide and on permanent basis. 


A large majority of people acting as sources of infection 
for tubercle bacilli have symptoms awareness and almost 
2/3rd of them are conscious of these symptoms, are 
worried and motivated to seek medical advice if and 
when available. 


To benefit from health services, people must be educat- 
ed, persuaded and motivated to make best use of the 
services available. The community participation is aug- 
mented by well-organized voluntary associations which 
in a way are supplement to governmental efforts and 
which will make a national tuberculosis programme 
successful. The field workers in these voluntary associa- 
tions will stimulate people to have their children vacci- 
nated, to seek medical advice when they have symptoms 
and receive necessary chemotherapy. 


Finances are the main problem for the developing coun- 
islas Gahatand te tie oan of tnateemenitien af teas 
basic tuberculosis programme. There is lack of money 
and especially of foreign exchange needed to import 
drugs and equipment, etc. It has to be understood that no 
country is safe from tuberculosis unless this disease is 
controlled on the entire globe. With today's travels a 
source of infection with tubercle bacilli can, in a few 
hours, be brought from a country rich in tuberculous 
infection to an economically rich country where tuber- 
culosis is under control. No amount of immigration and 
quarantine regulations can check the of such 
infections. Therefore, it is imperative that outside assis- 
tance must come from the rich and industrialised coun- 
tries if they are to understand the seriousness of the 
problem. 
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It is unfortunate that in the privileged countries, medical 
profession have lost interest in tuberculrsis and the 
people have the impression that tuberculosis disease +s a 
story of the past. This is evident from the fact that the 
medica! specialists have diverted their attention to other 
respiratory disease which for them are more interesting. 
Even the voluntary organizations have changed their 

tion of Tuberculosis in U.K. is now Thoracic and Heart 
Association. This voluntary organization enlarged its 
sphere of working by including respiratory diseases in its 
folds in 1973. However, it continued its name of IUAT 
till November last year when the office bearers of the 
organization finally decided to be fully baptised and 
opted its official name as IUATLD (International Union 
Against Tuberculosis and Lung Diseases). The medical 
profession and voluntary associations have a big respon- 
sibility to correct this misinformation to their Govern- 
ments as well as the people by pointing out to them that 
tuberculosis is as much a world problem today as it ever 
was. To fully control the tuberculosis problems financial 
assistance must flow from the privileged countries to the 
developing world. 


The technical and operational knowledge, though effec- 
tive, have not been able to make tuberculosis disappear. 
Therefore, | think, further efforts are needed to seck 
more precise but simpler and better methods to prevent, 


controlled tuberculosis, seems to have lessened the pace 
of research in this aspect. This requires augmentation of 
all possible measures to find a new approach which 
should not only prevent the development of infection, 
but may also make diagnosis casier and drastically 
reduce the treatment period to eliminate non-compli- 
ance by patients. 


The establishment of ‘Pakistan Chest Foundation’ is a 
welcome step and will prove a base for research orien- 
tated to the needs of developing countries within our 
available resources. 


Cigarette smoking is dangerous as it leads to many 
diseases, shortens life and hastens death. 


ies in Canada, U.S.A., and UK. i 


the most 
epee Gab ae te and final- 
ized in 1976, have provided convincing evidence of the 


association between smoking habits and the attack rate 
of cancer of lungs. The increased mortality risk from 
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Malaria Decreases on Zanzibar 


540000446 Dar es Salaam TANZANIA DAILY NEWS 
in English 31 Dec 87 p 3 


[Excerpt] The Zanzibar Ministry of Health has empha- 
sised that the insecticide known in its abbreviated form 
as DDT is suitable for household spraying against malar- 
ia-causing mosquitoes, it was announced in the House of 
Representatives in Zanzibar on Tuesday. 


Answering a question in the House on behalf of the 
Minister for Health, the Isles Minister for Education, 
Ndugu Omar Mapuri, said chloroquine was still a suit- 
able drug for the treatment of malaria. 


The question was asked by Ndugu Seif Hamad (Utaani) 
who wanted to get a progress report on the anti-malaria 
campaign in the Isles. 


The Minister said reports had shown a decline in malaria 
cases in some of the Isles districts. 


He said in districts in Zanzibar there had been a decline 
in malaria cases. 

He said that in North “A” District the disease had been 
reduced from 69.4 to 54.3 percent between 1983 and last 
year. 


He said in Pemba’s Wete District, malaria cases had 


dropped from 59.1 percent to 22.5 percent while in 
Micheweni District it had dropped from 51.8 to 32.0 


percent. 


35.00 percent during the same period, he added. 
/9274 


Fifth Cholera Fatality Reported 


54000235a Dar es Salaam TANZANIA DAILY NEWS 
in English 3 Dec 87 p 3 


[Text] Kigoma—A resident in Kigoma town died of 
cholera, yesterday. He is the fifth person to die since the 
outbreak of the disease early last month SHIHATA 


reported. 


The Kigoma Regional Medical Officer, Ndugu Amiri 
Msangi, said however that there were now enough med- 
icine to fight the disease although he appealed to the 
people to adhere to health regulations to avoid contract- 
ing it. 


HUMAN 


re \ } Li } } ith t *_* * 
them from the Catholic hospital at Kabanga, Kasulu 
Distri 


/12232 


THAILAND 
Health Minister Gives Overview on AIDS 
Situation 
54004306 SIAM RAT SAPDA WICHAN in 


Thai 18-24 Oct 87 pp 16-18 


[Unattributed report: “The Government and AIDS, 
Don't Wait Until the Horse Has Bolted To Close the 
Gate”} 


nan, the minister of public health, announced the gov- 
ernment's policy on preventing and controlling AIDS. 
He said that the Ministry of Public Health is fully aware 
of the importance of the AIDS problem, which first 
appeared in Thailand in 1984. Steps have been taken to 
prevent the spread of this disease using correct methods. 
For example, the Department of Communicable Disease 
Control and the public and private units concerned have 
examined blood samples in an effort to determine who 
has AIDS and who has come in contact with the disease. 
Blood tests have been given in an effort to locate AIDS 
carriers in the groups that are at msk, such as homosex- 


Thai workers in the Middle East, prisoners, and people 
who exhibit suspicious symptoms. 


The Ministry of Public Health established an AIDS 
Control Coordination Committee in 1985, which was 
reorganized in 1987. The committee is composed of 16 
members from both the public and private sectors. The 
committee's task is to stipulate lines and methods to 
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“The policies on preventing and controlling AIDS and 
on carrying on public relations activities on AIDS that | 


2. The people who have a great risk of contracting AIDS 
include homosexuals, prostitutes, drug addicts, prison- 
ers, people who exhibit suspicious symptoms, and people 
who have returned from countries where AIDS is a 
major problem. The provinces and localities where 
AIDS outbreaks are likely include Bangkok Metropoli- 
tan, Pattaya, Chiang Mai, Phuket, and Nakhon Ratcha- 
sima. 


3. A suitable apparatus must be developed for periodi- 
cally checking blood samples to discover which people 
among the groups at risk carry the disease. This must be 
done through the venereal disease clinics, the AIDS 
clinics, the family planning clinics, the AIDS examina- 
tion teams, and the clinics of the public and private 
hospitals concerned. 


activities must be carried on using every type of health 


ments and equipment must be provided. 
9. Medical research and applied research in the field 


Ministry of Public Health will establish AIDS public 
relations units that will provide telephone services. This 
=e in Bangkok Metropolitan. People can 
call 282620-3 or send letters to P.O. Box 282. 

However, with respect to the details discussed at this 


seminar, SIAM RAT SAPDA WICHAN has already 
reported most of these things on previous occasions. 


RF SAS Ce Cae 


The statistics on AIDS patients and carriers in Thailand 
show that since the first case was discovered here in 
September 1984, there have been a total of 12 cases. Of 





1 case. Heterosexual women: 8 cases. Intravenous drug 
icts: 61 cases. Today, 92 are in Thailand 


Semmary of Number of Thai Who Have the AIDS 
Virus 

AIDS patients: 1984, | case; 1985, | case; 1986, no cases; 
1987, six cases; total, 8 cases. 


AIDS carriers who exhibit symptoms: 1984, no cases; 
1985, 6 cases; 1986, 8 cases; 1987, 11 cases; total, 25 


AIDS carriers who do not exhibit any symptoms: 1984, 
no cases; 1985, 5 cases; 1986, 10 cases; 1987, 78 cases; 
total, 93 cases. 


Five of these Thai have died and two have gone abroad. 
Today, there are now 119 still living in Thailand. As for 
how these people were discovered, some had symptoms 
or suspected that they had the disease and went to a 


. 
® 
J 


1. prostitutes: 1985: tested, 228; postive, 4; 1986: 
1,250; positive 9; 1987: tested 1,176; positive, 56; 
: tested, 2,656; positive 69. 


prostitutes: 1985: tested, 117; positive, zero; 
2,880; positive, zero; 1987: tested, 9,816; 
Total: tested, 12,873; positive 7. 


el 


i 


positive, 7; 


HUMAN 


3. Heterosexual males: 1985: tested, 200; positive, zero; 
1986: tested 309; positive, zero; 1987: tested 150; posi- 
tive, zero; Total: tested, 659; positive, zero. 


4. Laborers: 1986: tested, 46,129; positive, zero; 1987: 
tested, 65,714; positive, zero; Total: tested, 111,843; 
positive, zero. 


5. Blood doners: 1985: tested, 100, positive, zero; 1986: 
tested, 4,990; positive, 6; 1987: tested, 39,651; positive, 
zero; Total: tested, 44,741; positive, zero. 


6. Prisoners: 1987: tested; 15,877; positive, 78; Total: 
texted, 15,877; positive, 78. 


7. Drug addicts: 1985: tested 99; positive, zero; 1986: 
none tested; 1987: tested, 612; positive €; Total: tested, 
711; positive, 6. 


Total: 1985: tested, 804; positive, 4, 1986: tested, 
$5,560; positive, 15; 1987: tested, 132,996; positive, 
147; Total: tested, 189,360; positive, 166. 


11943 
Government, Others React to Spread of AIDS 
Report Cases 


Bangkok Prison Authorities 
$4004310 Bangkok NAEO NA in Thai 
21 Sep 87 pp 1, 3 


large i 
ics Urgent steps are being taken to expand 
testing capabilities to another 15 hospitals and centers 
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Mrs Sommat said that Thailand now has the largest 


tumber of AIDS patients the United States 
number of cases has increased in less than 
number of AIDS eness in Acie. The government should 


there are 37,019 cases there. 
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pede of AIDS in Thailand, of whom four have been foreigners. 
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Caseload Said Te Be Over 200 


these can be treated. Most of these people contracted TB Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 15 Aug 87 pp I, 2 


tuberculosis. There are more than 100 cases of TB. But 
before they were sent to prison. 
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who come in close contact with those who have this 
disease should be vaccinated. Carriers of this virus are at 
risk of developing chronic hepatitis, cirrhosis of the 
liver, or cancer of the liver. 


Dr Chutima said that the World Health Organization 
has recommended that al! people in Southeast Asian 
countries, which includes Thailand, who have not been 
exposed to this virus or developed an immunity should 
be vaccinated, because they run a much greater risk of 
contracting one of these diseases. The problem in Thai- 
land is that the vaccine is still very expensive. 


Dr Chutima said that those who are particularly at risk 
include those who have received blood infected with this 
virus or who have been injected with a dirty needle used 
with an infected person, the spouse of a carrier, prosti- 
tutes, homosexuals, the members of a patient's family, 
and medical personnel, including officials in medical 
offices who come in contact with the blood of patients. 


“In producing this vaccine, we have to use the plasma of 
hepatitis carriers. The production process involves many 
steps, which is why production costs are so high. How- 
ever, neighboring countries such as Singapore, Korea, 
and Taiwan have allowed foreign drug companies to 
invest in the production of this vaccine in these coun- 
tries. As a result, prices are lower. It is expected that this 
will be done in Thailand, too, in order to make vaccine 
more readily available for people who do not have 
immunity.” 


11843 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


CAREC Officials Discuss AIDS Situation, 
Testing 


Opposition to Screening 


54400021 Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 
22 Nov 87 p 27 


[Text] Port-of-Spain, Trinidad—Regional Health offi- 
cials are planning to urge Caribbean Community (CA- 
RICOM) member governments not to consider screen- 
ing visitors for the AIDS virus, a spokesman said. 


“It does not further prevention and control efforts. All it 
does is make life very difficult for people who are 
immigrants,” said Dr. C.J. Hospedales of the locally- 
based Caribbean Epidemiology Centre (CAREC). 


Screening of immigrants has been instituted by some 
countries including the United States, despite a warning 
from the World Health Organisation (WHO) advising 
against trying to contain the killer disease in this way. 





HUMAN 


WHO said in documentation issued after a May congress 
that such attempts to screen visitors before allowing 
them admittance would only hamper international travel 
the body’s immunily systems. 


Hospedales said there had been complete consensus 
against such sc:eening by Caribbean health technocrats 
who met in Port-of-Spain last week. 


Hospedales said the United States had been advised by 
senior scientific advisors against introducing screening 
for all immigrants. 


“As for the Caribbean... it will not suggest screening of 
anyone moving from one Caribbean country, and we're 


Diggory said the regional experts agreed that emphasis 
should be placed on counselling, prevention and educa- 
tion techniques to combat the killer disease. 


Trinidad and Tobago, which put together a national 
programme on AIDS earlier this year, has upgraded its 
screening facilities and is considering making AIDS a 
notifiable disease. (CANA) 


Incidence in Caribbean 


54400021 Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 
25 Nov 87 p 4 


[Text] The Caribbean is witnessing a growing number of 
AIDS transmissions by heterosexuals as opposed to 
homosexuals, according to a spokesman for the region's 
main diagnostic centre here. 


“The pattern of transmission that we are seeing in the 
Caribbean is a rapid shift from the earlier days of the 
a homosexual transmission to heterosexual 

” said Dr C.J. Hospedales of the Caribbean 
Epidemi Centre (CAREC). 


Figures submitted here to a just-concluded regional 
seminar on the fatal Acquired Immune Deficiency Syn- 
drome show that 593 cases were reported in the English- 
speaking Caribbean and Suriname up to September. Of 
this number, there were 372 deaths. 


Trinidad and Tobago led regional countries with 207 
cases up to this month, followed by the Bahamas with 
163 cases. 


Bermuda had 75 known cases up to September, and 
Barbados 52. 


“Of the new cases that we're secing in 87, the biggest 
groups are due to heterosexual transmission,” Hospe- 
dales said. 
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bean region were not outstanding on an international 
scale. 


They also pointed out that the fatality rate per head of 


“We will not succeed unless the man in the street 
changes his (or her) behaviour...” 


The promiscuity has to stop, World Health Organisation 
(WHO) Caribbean co-ordinator Dr Halmond Dyer said. 


CAREC officials reported that all member countries had 
already or were in the process of drawing up national 
programmes on AIDS which would combine with a new 


Regional officials who attended the regional AIDS sem- 
inar agreed the region would approach WHO for a 
regional allocation to support the new sub-regional pro- 
gramme, estimated to cost three quarters of a million US 
dollars. 


CAREC this year received almost half a million US 
doliars in financial help from WHO to forward to the 


region for its AIDS programmes. 


Most of the US$320,000 received up to April have been 
used in regional prevention and control programmes. 


CAREC received confirmation of a further US$1 34,500 
from WHO on Friday. 


“Traditionally, WHO has worked directly with the mem- 
ber countries but this from the Caribbean is unique and 
in some respects it is more cost effective and much better 
to work with the governments collectively as one unit,” 
Dyer said of the new sub-regional programme. 


Representatives from 19 regional countriés met other 
potential donors on Thursday during the Seminar. 


“The various donors have been able to get a feel of the 
needs of the Caribbean. 


“So that support, when it is forthcoming will be for the 
needs of the Caribbean and not necessarily what some- 
body perceives as what the needs should be,” he said. 


Seminar participants agreed on the need for further 
cooperation on AIDS education in line with more joint 
counselling and screening programmes. 

They also put together recommendations for 


health ministers to take to a world seminar on AIDS to 
be held in London in January 1988. 


08309 
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Government Releases Update on Incidence of Flu 


54400054 Port-of-Spain DAILY EXPRESS in English 
6 Jan 88 p i 
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Health Minister Discusses Flu Epidemic Reports 


$4400049 Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in 
English | Jan 88 p 6 
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9588 
ZAIRE 


Information Launched To Halt 
Srepeten Compelge o Halt Spread 


54000091 Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 
10 Nov 87 p 12 


[Article by Robert Weller: “New Information Order in 
Zaire’s War on AIDS] 


[Text] Zaire has partially lifted the veil on its Aids 
problem, and begun an aggressive information campaign 
aimed at halting the spread of the disease. 

Finanosd by foreign donors, the programme employs 


everything popular music to television and comic 
books to spread the word about the incurable malady. 


symptom 
says it was invented by a disappointed lover. 
The Roman Catholic Church, in some workshops on 
Aids, reminds Catholics that sex outside marriage is a 
sin, but goes on to say: “For the sinner, if you are doing 


evil, at least be not to infect others.” This has 
been taken as an unofficial endorsement of the use of 
condoms. 


productive 
Aids victims are aged 20-39.” 


z 
: 


also said that 8,871 blood samples 
suspected Aids carriers were sent to a special laboratory 
for test, and 54 per cent were seropositive. 
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Cattle Diseases Spread in Wake of Recent Floods 
54500069 Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 20 
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Reported Cattle, Poultry Diseases Denied 
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Foot and Mouth Disease Reported 


450002346 Dar es Salaam TANZANIA DAILY NEWS 
in English 24 Now 87 p 3 


ANIMAL 


Bakilana Makwere, said in Sumbawanga yesierday that 
animals cannot be moved in or out of the distnct without 
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Agriculture, denied at the time that 400,000 citrus plants 


In a communication read to the House, Mr Knowles said 
that as a result of his ministry's investigations, Govern- 
ment's position was as follows: 

(1) The ban on all importation of citrus, plants, fruits 
and cuttings from Florida will remain in force. Certified 
citrus seeds will be allowed in, however, with the 
approval of the Department of Agriculture, 


(2) Where citrus seeds are imported my Ministry will 
require that they be given the prescribed “hot water 
treatment” before they are planted; 
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tres of the canker disease, will regularly inspect the trees. 
The of the Department of Agriculture will 
have to be implemented and maintained at the com- 
pany's expense. 
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He said that B G Harmon was thereby forced to prepare 
seed-beds in Abaco and import citrus seeds from canker- 
free states to be planted in those seed-beds. 


Between 1984 and 1986, he said, B G Harmon suffered 


In January 1987, B G Harmon applied to import 
150,000 plants from Florida, stating that the seedlings 
would be accompanied by the relevant documentation 
from the Florida and U.S. Departments of Agriculture. 


Mr Knowles said that the application was approved on 
28 January 1987, on information received by the Min- 
ister 


“Il am advised that only | 500 of the 150,000 plants were 
actually imported on that permit on the condition that 
they were accompanied by the relevant documentation 
from the Florida and U.S. Departments of Agriculture 
respectively,” Mr Knowles said. 
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He said that on 5 May 1987, the company made another 
application to import 400,000 potted citrus seedlings. 


started the importation of the seedlings on 26 June 1987. 
Other shipments followed on 2, 8, 16, 23, 27 July and .0 
August 1987,” he said. 

late July 1987, to ascertain the true position. 
mentation as had been envisaged, i.c.. USDA clearance 
120,000 plants that had arrived, nor were the 


“Mr Speaker, | wish to assure Honourable Members that 

it is my Government's intention to take all necessary 
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agriculture in the ™" Mr Knowles said. 
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Caribbean Piant Quarantine System Established 
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Brathwaite, noting the importance of agricultural 
exports to regonal economies, said diversification into 
new export crops must be accompanied by a that 
ensures optimum contro! over disease and 
08 309 

TANZANIA 
Disease Attacks Cassava Crop 
54000045 Dar es Salaam TANZANIA DAILY NEWS in 
English 26 Dec 87 p 3 
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